
 
On the first Monday of every month, our Pathway Men's ministry meets at 6:30 pm. Our 
next meeting will be on June 7th.  This last meeting we covered James 3:9-18. For 
those who were unable to attend and for anyone that is interested, here is an 
introduction of the Book and what we will be discussing over next several months. I pray 
that you will be able to join us. It is such a blessing to share with one another.

James is such a wonderful book and it covers so many pillars in the Christian faith. 
 

THEME: 

1: Servant approach to trials vs. an "entitled approach". 
2: Servant approach on how we treat others vs. an "entitled approach".

             Pathway Visalia Men's ministry: 
       June 7, 2021-"Drawing Close to God"

√ • Faith and Endurance
√ • Listening and Doing
√ • A Warning against Prejudice
 √• Faith without Good Deeds Is Dead
 √• Controlling the Tongue
√• True Wisdom Comes from God

• Drawing Close to God
• Warning against Judging Others
• Warning about Self-Confidence
• Warning to the Rich
•  Faith and Endurance
•  The Power of Prayer
•  Restore Wandering Believers



3: Servant approach in how we speak and relate to others vs. an "entitled approach".
4: Servant approach in how we relate and use money vs. an "entitled approach".

Application: How do my actions mirror the faith that I proclaim? Do I apply what is taught 
at church on Sunday and Wednesday? Good questions to ask ourselves to take 
personal inventory.

May Study Review 

9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been 
made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, 
my brothers and sisters, this is not right![for we have a moral obligation to speak in a manner that reflects 
our fear of God and profound respect for His precepts] 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both 
fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you 
can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring 

QUESTION:-"for we have a moral obligation to speak in a manner that reflects our fear of God and 
profound respect for His precepts"-How do we do this? 

QUESTION: Are there specific prayer needs for you to help you to grow in this area? 

True Wisdom Comes from God 

Swindoll's commentary on this section:-THE FRUIT OF WISDOM: 

If we think of God's wisdom as a seed that lies hidden inside a person, the traits discussed in these 
verses can se seen as its fruit. When a person has godly wisdom, James says that it is "first of all pure". 
This does not merely mean that purity is just first in a list-it means that it is first in important. Wisdom from 
above produces purity in our morals and motives. James also says that when wisdom comes from above 
and indwells our hearts, then with it comes the desire to guard against alienating people or working up ill 
will. There will be a peaceableness about a wise believer's life. They will be able to patch up quarrels 
rather than create them. This stands in direct contrast to the demonic traits described in James 3:14-16. 

13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life, doing good works with 
the humility that comes from wisdom. 

QUESTION: It is interesting that James starts off here with the word "if"-or we could say if you 
think that you are wise--prove it. 
What does James say are the proof tests of wisdom? 

QUESTION: What are some examples of good works that you have seen other people do? What 
can trip people up who are doing goods works? 

QUESTION: What traits do you see wise people displaying in addition to the 3 that are listed 
above? 

QUESTION: What can you do to grow in Godly wisdom? 

14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with 
boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, 
unspiritual, and demonic. 16 For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find 
disorder and evil of every kind.  



"Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water"-James now gives examples of 
how people can act by using contrasts--Starting with ungodly behavior. Some springs have undrinkable or 
poisonous water. Some people have poisonous character.  

-jealousy 
-selfishness 
-lying 
-boasting 

QUESTION: Here James is using 4 examples of ungodly behaviors-which of these 4 behaviors 
have you struggled with in the past? 

QUESTION: What did you do to improve in this area? 

17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure [morally and spiritually undefiled]. It is also peace loving 
[courteous, considerate] gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and the fruit of 
good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.  

See the clear list hear of the characteristics of Godly wisdom outlined in vs. 17; 

1-pure-morally and spiritually undefiled 

2-peace loving-courteous, considerate 

3-gentle at all times-modeling the gentleness of Jesus 

4-willing to yield to others-reasonable and willing to listen 

5-full of mercy-or full of compassion for others 

6-full of the fruit of good deeds-unwavering  

7-shows no favoritism-no self-righteousness  

8-always sincere-no hypocrisy or self-serving guile 

QUESTION: Let talk about each of these 8 good examples--what are some specific ways that you 
have put these into practice? 

QUESTION: Is there an area that you need to work on? 

18 And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace [by actively encouraging goodwill between 
individuals] and reap a harvest of righteousness. 

QUESTION: Can you give an example of planting a seed of peace? 

QUESTION: Have you had a situation where you wanted to encourage goodwill but the other 
person was unwilling? What did you do to try to resolve the matter? 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

JAMES 4---Drawing Close to God 



It's interesting that this first portion of the book of James which is entitled by 
Chuck Swindoll as-"Drawing close to God" starts with issues that keep us from 
Him. In fact, James starts off by discussing what causes quarrels between 
believers.  

Swindoll's commentary on this section:-QUARRELING CHRISTIANS: 
One basic cause of Christians fighting that James mentions is; "friendship with 
the world". He doesn't mean the beauty of the world; he means the world system, 
which is bent on hostility against God. That motivation rejects God's provision 
and pursues its own desires with a worldly attitude that says. "Fight for your way! 
Don't ever give in!" 

1 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the 
evil desires at war within you?  

QUESTION: Have you been in a situation where you have asked 
yourself-"what is going on? Why am I in a fight with another person? 

QUESTION: What is James saying is the root cause of these quarrels? 

QUESTION: Do you see the war between what you know that you should 
be doing and what you are doing? Can you see the battle between your 
flesh and your spirit? 

2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it [To hate is to 
murder as far as your hearts are concerned.]. You are jealous of what others 
have, but you can’t get it  [the gratification, the contentment, and the happiness 
that you seek], so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t 
have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. 

1 John 3:15-Anyone who hates another brother or sister is really a murderer at 
heart. And you know that murderers don’t have eternal life within them. 3 And 
even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you 
want only what will give you pleasure. 

QUESTION: Share a time when 'you wanted something that you didn't 
have". 

QUESTION: Do you struggle with being content? 



QUESTION: What is the best way that you have found to get your self into a 
placement of contentment? 

QUESTION: Let's talk about the issue of "asking God for things". #1 what 
do you think James is referring to when he writes-"you don't ask God for 
it"? 

QUESTION: What have you asked the Lord for that He hasn't provided yet? 
And what have you asked the Lord for that He did provide? 

3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all 
wrong  [wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives]—you want only what will 
give you pleasure. 

QUESTION: What are some examples of wrong motives in praying for the 
Lord to help you? 

4 You adulterers!   [You are like unfaithful wives having illicit love affairs 
with the world and breaking your marriage vow to God]-Don’t you realize 
that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If 
you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God. 5 
Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is 
passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should be faithful to him. 

QUESTION: What are some examples of "friendship with the world"? 

QUESTION: Where you think the line is between being a friend with the 
world and being in the world as a Christian? 

QUESTION: What do you do to make sure that you are not unequally yoked 
with unbelievers? 

QUESTION: Let's talk about the role of the Holy Spirit in your life. James 
said and God is passionate about the gift of the Holly Spirt in our lives and 
that He expects us to be faithful to Him. What can you do to be faithful to 
God? Do you ever think about the issue of grieving the Holy Spirit? 

6 And he gives grace generously-(power of the Holy Spirit, to meet this evil 
tendency and all others fully). As the Scriptures say,“God opposes the proud 



but gives grace to the humble.”-(The Lord continually gives grace to the 
lowly those who are humble enough to receive it).7 So humble yourselves 
before God. Resist the devil-[stand firm against him], and he will flee from 
you.  

QUESTION: It is easy to fall into pride. Over the past month are there some 
examples that you have been dealing with re. your pride? 

QUESTION: "RESIST THE DEVIL-stand firm)-what example can you share 
where you resisted the devil and stood firm in your faith? 

8 Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands-
[realize that you have been disloyal], you sinners; purify your hearts, for 
your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 9 Let there be tears for 
what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be 
sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor. [He will lift you 
up and make your lives significant]. 

QUESTION: Can you share some examples of divided loyalty that you have 
seen or you have experienced? 

QUESTION: How can we come close to God? 

QUESTION: Humility is a key issue of the Christian life-what is the most 
difficult issue that you have had re. humility? 

QUESTION: Share a time when you have grown in your understanding of 
how to live a humble life. 


